“Some Biblical Basics Regarding Effective Prayer”
(Sunday Morning May 21st , 2017)

Passage: 1 John 5:14-15

We should all be very interested and excited about the subject of prayer for two simple reasons
Reason # 1 = Our God is W____________________  to Answer Our Prayers 

Matt 7:11"If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father  
                  who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!” 
Reason # 2 = Our God is A_____________________ to Answer Our Prayers 
Eph 3:20 “…(God) is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
                  works within us” 

1 Kings 3:13 “I have also given you what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any 
                        among the kings like you all your days” 
I. Some Things That P____________________the Effectiveness of Our Prayers

Hindrance # 1 = N____________________ A___________________
James 4:2 “…You do not have because you do not ask” 
Isa 7:12 “But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!’” 

Isa 7:13 “(Isaiah Said to Ahaz) …’Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try
                  the patience of my God as well?”
The Bible clearly teaches that God has at time even c_____________________ His mind as a result 

of the prayers of men. 

Exod 32:14 “…the LORD changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people”
Hindrance # 2 = U____________________ S__________________

Isa 59:1-2 “1 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short that it cannot save; nor is His ear so dull that it cannot 
                    hear.  2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have 
                    hidden His face from you so that He does not hear”

Ps 66:18 “If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear”
Ps 139:23-24 “23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; 24 And see
                         if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way”

If someone is living in sin, the Bible says that they are just w________________ their b______________ when 

they pray. 
Hindrance # 3 = B_________________ R__________________
Rom 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men” 
1 Pet 3:7 “You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone  
                  weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so  that  
                  your prayers will not be hindered” 
You cannot m__________________ your wife, or your husband for that matter, and expect God to listen 

to your prayers.

Hindrance # 4 = S____________________ M_____________________

James 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 
                     pleasures” 
Unfortunately, this is how some Christians view prayer; they view prayer as a way to get God to give them

more m____________________ c________________.

Hindrance # 5 = B____________________ S____________________
Prov 21:13 “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be answered” 
Isa 58:3-9 (Reference)

Our God is committed to developing a people who will reflect His character in the world, and His character
always expresses c___________________ and c__________________ for those who are afflicted. 

II. Some Things That P__________________ the Effectiveness of Our Prayers
Key # 1= To Pray in J__________________ N_____________
John 14:13 “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do…”

John 14:14, He Said, “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it”
John 16:23 “…Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you”

Acts 19:13-16 (Reference)
Acts 3:4-7, 12, 16 (Turn and Read)
It is His name, which represents His a_______________ and His r_________________, that gives us access

to God’s unlimited resources.
Key # 2 = To Pray With U________________ F________________
James 1:6-7 “6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, 
                       driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For that man ought not to expect that he  will  receive  anything  
                       from the Lord, …” 
Mark 9:24 “Immediately the boy's father cried out and said, ‘I do believe; help my unbelief.’”

Heb 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is 
                   and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him”
The prayer of faith simply involves believing in God’s p__________________ and believing in God’s g__________________ enough to seek Him.
Matt 15:21-28 (Reference)
Matt 13:58 (Reference)

Key # 3 = To Pray According to G________________ W_________________
1 John 5:14-15 (Read) 
1 Tim 2:4 “(God) …desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” 
It was George Mueller who said, “Prayer is not overcoming God’s r__________________; it is laying hold 

of God’s w________________.”
Matt 6:9 (Reference) 

John 6:37 “…the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” 
